Guide

Special festivals,
Sakura spots,
Handy help
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Cherry Blossoms

Each year, the blossoms seem to shift slightly, so have a
look at the daily sakura report. However, the best time is
usually the last week of April and the first one of May.

Azaleas

Late March and April will open up your tired eyes to pink
trees. If the sakura have been to short-lived and soft in
their pastel colours, then the azaleas' colour will feel
intense when tall bushes of them spring up everywhere.

Wisterias

The different colours bloom successively with only a
short overlay of blooming times. A great spot is Ashikaga
Flower Park or Tokyo's Fuji Temple in the last April week.

Shibazakura

The moss phlox has 6 different shades varying between
pink and white. Find it at the food of Mount Fuji during

the Shibazakura Festival or in the Ichikai-machi Sakura

Park in mid April to early May.




Canolas

The sea of vibrant yellow rape flowers covering the fields
is especially nice in the Kinu Green Park and is best seen
in mid to late April. May is already too late.

Tulips

You'd think you have landed in Holland with the amount
of tulips reigning over the horizon during late April or
early May. Again, Mount Fuji at the Flower Park
Yamanakako Hanano Miyako Koen has a great display

Roses

Ashikaga Flower Park does not only have wisteria to
catch in May but also roses everywhere you go. With a
beautifully strong smell and all shades of red, white and
yellow, the arches you will pass will instantly enhance the
romance level.



February

Sapporo Snow Festival
(Sapporo, Hokkaido) ‘ L ‘
Yokote Kamakura Festival T SN — :;,'.;,,ﬁ
(Akita) :

March
Omizutori (Nara)

April
Takayama Matsuri
(Takayama, Gifu)

Aoi Matsuri (Kyoto)
Kanda Matsuri (Tokyo)
Sanja Matsuri (Tokyo)

July

Hakata Gion Yamakasa
(Fukuoka)

Gion Matsuri (Kyoto)
Tenjin Matsuri (Osaka)

August
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September
Nagasaki Kunchi
(Nagasaki)

Jidai Matsur (Kyoto)

December
Chichibu Yomatsuri

Prefecture)
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Nebuta Matsuri (Aomori)
Kanto Matsuri (Akita)
Awa Odori (Tokushima)

(Chichibu City, Saitama






Chocolate

Granted, Japanese chocolate is not the greatest but there
are some brands you definitely should try, such as Look
with their creamy filings and the many different flavours
of Kit Kat throughout the country.

Maccha

Another special treat is maccha. Apart from the
traditional tea, which can be consumed hot or cold, it
can be found in a variety of treats. For instance it can
be in chocolata (KitKat!) or cookies.

Otsumami

This word means ,snack that goes well with alcohol‘ and
can be described as TV snacks, which are often salty, nutty
and crispy.

Bento

If you want to have a picnic underneath the cherry trees or
are on a Shinkansen during lunch, a bento box is something
essential. There are all different kinds of such luch boxes.
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Dango

Sticky rice dumplings can be found in many different sizes
and colours, and you should try the ones with red bean
paste in it as well as dango. Dango are three-coloured
dumplings (literally) on a stick and eaten especially at cherry

blossom viewing parties as they represent snow, sakura and
the coming summer.

Nihoncha
To stay healthy, green tea seems to be the ultimate remedy.
Book yourself a traditional tea ceremony to learn more

about it and experience its calming qualities best.




Tokyo: Sushi
Osaka: Takoyaki
Hiroshima: Okonomiyaki
Nagoya: Miso-katsu
Kyoto: Yudofu
Shimonoseki: Fugu

Sanuki Province: Udon

Hokkaido: special ramen
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Matsumotol
Imperial Palace Tokyo
Nagoya
Osaka
Okayama
Himeji
Hiroshima

Fukuyama







